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Similarly, the student enrolment in the field of higher
education has increased almost eight times from 4.00 lakhs
in 1951 to 31.36 lakhs in 1981. In general, there is an in-
creasing trend in the student enrolment for the last few
decades and such a growth is quite significant in 1960's
when compared to other decades. This may be due to the
reason, that the Government felt the need for the expan-
sion of education, in view of the prevailing conditions
after Independence, even in purely quantitative terms,
which would lead to an accelerated growth of national
economy. Consequently, there took place a spectacular
growth in the number of educational institutions.

The student enrolment at the postgraduate level has
increased from 21,903 in 1951 to 3,07,084 in 1983 (esti-
mated). Similarly, enrolment in research has also increased
from 1,774 in 1951 to 38,181 in 1983 (estimated).27

The total number of teachers along with students and
institutions has increased from 23,880 in 1951 to 2,11,751
in 1983 (estimated).28 The growth of teachers is propor-
tional to the growth of enrolment. The annual growth rate
of teachers was 8.7% and the corresponding growth rate
of students was 10.1% during the period 1963-64 to
1973-74.29 Therefore, there was a sudden rise in the
growth rate of higher education in India, in the last few
decades.

Earlier, the universities in India suffered due to lack
of finance, guidance and equipment to carryout research
activity in the departments. As observed in the education
Commission Report, the expenditure made on research in
universities was low. And it stressed the need to increase
financial assistance substantially.

Accordingly, the U.G.C. placed grants ranging from
Rs. 50,000 to Rs. 1,00,000 at the disposal of each univer-
sity, in addition to the usual grants, to directly support
research work in universities. It provided developmental
grants to universities to support teaching and research acti-
vity. The total expenditure on teaching and research thus